
Last Sunday of the Church Year  
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 (ESV) 
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I 
myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been 
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 
rescue them from all places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land. And I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and on rich pasture they 
shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself 
will make them lie down, declares the Lord 
GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: 
Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push 
with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the 
weak with your horns, till you have scattered 
them abroad, 22 I will rescue my flock; they shall 
no longer be a prey. And I will judge between 
sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them 
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, 
and my servant David shall be prince among 
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (ESV) 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a 
man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the 
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until 
he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God 

has put all things in subjection under his feet.” 
But when it says, “all things are put in 
subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who 
put all things in subjection under him. 28 When 
all things are subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will also be subjected to him who put all 
things in subjection under him, that God may be 
all in all. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 (ESV) 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be 
gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he 
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats 
on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you 
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or 
in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these my brothers  you did 
it to me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For 
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will 
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 
45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
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 In the Name of Jesus    

Theme of the Day ~  By the Cross of Christ, We Enter the Kingdom of Our God 
and Father. When the crucified and risen Lord Jesus comes to judge the living 
and the dead, “he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:32). “To those on his right,” who 
have been crucified and raised with Him through repentance and faith in His 
Gospel, He will grant the blessed kingdom of His Father (Matt. 25:34). Having 
been justified by His grace, they live unto righteousness in Him (Matt. 25:35–40). 
But “those on his left,” who trust in themselves and despise their neighbor, will 
depart “into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41). 
Until that day, the Lord searches for His sheep “as a shepherd seeks out his 
flock” (Ezek. 34:11–12). Through His preaching of repentance, He disciplines the 
proud sheep and goats, “the fat and the strong,” but through the preaching of 
forgiveness He rescues the lost, binds up the injured, strengthens the weak and 
feeds “the lean sheep” (Ezek. 34:16, 20). In this way, He destroys the power of 
death in the children of Adam by His cross, so that “in Christ shall all be made 
alive” by His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20–26).  

 
ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three  p. 184 

OPENING HYMN “With the Lord Begin Thy Task” 869 vv. 1, 4 

SERMON HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” 848 vv. 1, 2, 4 

SERMON “The Difference Maker” Matthew 25:31-46 

CLOSING HYMN “I’m But a Stranger Here” 748 vv. 1, 3 
 
 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
A/V Dave Hutfilz  
Ushers      Paul Bohn & Roger Kade  
Elder/Reader  Dale Rohde   
Altar Guild Millie Parker & Darlene Keel 
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 34 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,128 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $7,075; Resources for Rachel $10; God’s Helping 
Hands $404; In memory of Lew Krauss $10. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  November 23- 
Elmer Blehm (his 90th), Dick Bluemer; November 24- Noah Rowe; November 26- 
Aaron Coty; November 27- Willie Brickel, Shawn Byron, Vincent Werry; 
November 28-Jaxson Hildebrant, Mark Hingston. 
 
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10 
 
Valley Lutheran's Winter Information Night ~ Eighth grade students and their 
families are invited to attend Valley Lutheran's Winter Information Night - a 
station-based, on-the-move, one-hour, in-person opportunity to experience 
Valley Lutheran on Thursday, December 3.  Come and meet school leaders, tour 
our new spaces, and hear how VL is a place where students belong and 
excel.  Masks are required and small groups will be maintained throughout the 
evening.  Register for your timed arrival today at www.vlhs.com/InfoNight.  We 
invite you to start your journey to becoming a Valley Charger on the 
3rd!  Contact Admissions Counselor Amy Cooper at acooper@vlhs.com with any 
questions. 
 
Thanksgiving Eve service will be held Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 pm. 
Please note there will be no service on Thanksgiving Day.  
  
Christmas Decorating will begin at 2:00 pm on Friday, November 27, 2020. 
Everyone welcome to come and help put the Christmas tree up. 
 
Lutheran Witness subscription renewals due December 10. See Irene Kruth to 
renew. 

http://www.vlhs.com/InfoNight
mailto:acooper@vlhs.com

